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Causal attribution theory of Bernard Weiner showed that students would 
ascribe their success and failure to some causes in achievement context, which 
would influence their sentiments and achievement expectation, and then 
influenced their motivation and the following behaviors of study. 
On the basis of causal attribution theory, this paper analyzed particularly 
the traits and laws of success or failure in the learning context，and then brought 
forward the correlation models from causal stability to expectation. 
 The results were as follows: (1) Not only in unexpected achievement 
context but also in regular one, the undergraduates and high school students did 
hold high achievement expectation and persistence of learning. (2) The high 
expectation related closely to stable causes and unstable ones. (3) In the context 
of failure, the undergraduates ascribed their failure to low ability, low effort, bad 
learning method much more than high school students; in the context of success, 
the high school students thought that the surroundings of learning and teachers’ 
manner influenced their performance. (4) Mostly, the students perceived 
themselves as a successor when their grades were better than their classmates, 
and vice versa. They mainly attributed their failure to low effort, low learning 
interest, bad learning methods and luck, and attributed success to high ability, 
good learning methods, high interest of learning and effort. At the same time ，
they thought that their ability were good at any case. (5) There were high 
correlation between the situation of students’ learning and the judgment of 
attribution in regular success or failure context. (6) The affections remarkably 
influenced the achievement expectation in the five out of the six success and 
failure contexts. 
In addition, for cultivating our undergraduates and high school students, 
some strategies of education were proposed in the end of this thesis. 
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